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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Chapel  H i l l  

AND/OR COMMON 

EDLOGATION Approximately 2 m i l e s  ESE o f  M i n t  Spring; E s ide o f  S t a t e  Route 654; 
W s i d e  of C h r i s t i a n s  Creek; .8  m i l e  NhW of i n t e r sec t i on  of State 

NUMBER Routes 654 and 652.  ._. 
,NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

M i n t  Spr ing X VICINIW OF Sixth (M. Caldwell &rtLer) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1 Augusta 015 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

xDISTRICT rPUBUC X-OCCUPIED 

-BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

,STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE . ,, , PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT J N  PROCESS ?-YES: RESTRICTED 

,BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTFllCTEO 

-NO 

X PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK - 

-EDUCATIONAL %PRIVATE REsmENcE 

,ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

 OWNER h + l *  OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. and Mrs. R. W. M o f f e t t  
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 2, Box 415 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

S taunton - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  24401 

E LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
,. COURTHOUSE. 

OF DEEDS#ETC. Augusta County Courthouse 
STREET& NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

S taun ton  V i rg i n i a .  24401 

REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see con t inua t ion  sheet  

TITLE 
(1) H i s t o r i c  Amer ican Bu i ld ings Survey Inventory 

1957 ?FEDERAL ,STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR RECOf?Ds L i b r a r y  of Congress - 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Washington D. C. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED EUNALTERED EDRIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Chapel H i l l  is an imposing two-story I-house b u i l t  ca .  1834 among the  r o l l i n g  

farmlands of  sou theas t e rn  Augusta County i n  the  Valley of V i rg in i a .  Constructed 
according t o  a  vernacular  model, w i th  some d e t a i l s  showing the  in f luence  of Germanic 
decora t ive  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  Val ley ,  Chapel H i l l  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  from o t h e r  l o c a l  houses 
o f  i t s  type by i t s  use of  s e v e r a l  academic mot i fs  and a  s e t  of  f i n e  French s c e n i c  wal l -  
paper i n  t h e  p a r l o r .  

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of Chapel H i l l  is a  three-bay, s i n g l e - p i l e  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of  
b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  facade and i n  f ive-course American bond on t h e  ends 
and on t h e  r e a r .  This brickwork has penc i l l ed  j o i n t s  and employs queen c l o s e r s  a t  t h e  
co rne r s  and a t  t h e  openings. The facade is marked by a  c e n t r a l  pedimented p a v i l i o n  
wi th  an e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  over  t h e  doorway and another  i n  t h e  pediment. The doorway 
a l s o  incorpora tes  s i d e l i g h t s  w i th  wooden i n t e r l a c e d  mull ions w i t h i n  i ts  symne t r i ca l ly  
molded frame. The l i n t e l  ove r  t h e  door and s i d e l i g h t s  c o n s i s t s  of s i x  p l a in  f a s c i a  
bands, each co rbe l l ed  o u t  s l i g h t l y  beyond t h e  one below; the  l i n t e l  assumes a  convex 
curve over  the  double doors.  A l a r g e  open porch p r o j e c t s  from t h e  pav i l ion .  An o l d  
photograph shows t h a t  t h i s  porch was never covered but  t h a t  the  present  i r o n  b a l u s t r a d e  
rep laced  a  wooden one w i t h  a  "sheaf of  wheat" mot i f .  

A l l  of t h e  windows on t h e  two long s i d e s  a r e  t r i p l e  windows w i t h  6 /6  s a s h  f l anked  
by 2 /2  s i d e l i g h t s .  Over t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  windows a r e  b l ind  e l l i p t i c a l  arches w i t h  white  
p l a s t e red  tympana. These Regency-type mot i f s  a t  once echo t h e  use of  e l l i p t i c a l  fan-  
l i g h t s  i n  the  p a v i l i o n  and r e c a l l  t h e  German-derived p r a c t i c e  of  us ing  l e s s  conspicuous 
p l a s t e r e d  e l l i p t i c a l  and round arches  over  windows. Found on many e a r l y  19th-century ,  
non-academic bu i ld ings  i n  sou the rn  Augusta County, t hese  arches can be t r aced  t o  18th-  

and 19th-century German bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  lower Shenandoah Val ley  and i n  Pennsylvania 
and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  post-medieval German and Dutch bui ld ings  i n  Europe. S imi l a r  a r c h e s ,  
but  round-headed r a t h e r  t han  e l l i p t i c a l ,  a r e  used on the  6/6 gable  end windows. A very  
p l a in  corn ice  embell ishes t h e  eaves of  the  gable  r o o f ,  which i s  crowned by two i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. 

The plan of  Chapel H i l l  is  t h e  s t anda rd  I-house v a r i e t y ,  two s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  one room 
deep, w i th  a  s i n g l e  room on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  passage. The p r o j e c t i o n  
of  t h e  pav i l ion  is not  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  plan.  

The decora t ion  o f  Chapel H i l l - - i t s  g r a in ing  and marble iz ing ,  i t s  f i n e  mante ls ,  and 
its handsome t r i m - -  is overshadowed by the  s t r i k i n g ,  almost p e r f e c t l y  preserved s e t  of 
French s c e n i c  wal lpaper  i n  t h e  west p a r l o r .  E n t i t l e d  "Le Pet i t .  Decas," the  des ign  was 
f i r s t  published i n  1823. I ts i d y l l i c  garden scenes ,  r e p l e t e  wi th  gondol ie rs ,  foun ta ins ,  
and p ic turesque  br idges  and t e s p l e s ,  r epu ted ly  dep ic t  t h e  gardens a t  V e r s a i l l e s .  Below 
t h e  pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  i s  a  wainscot  composed of a  paper inco rpora t ing  f l o r a l  and 
mechanical m o t i f s  i n  a  n o n - p i c t o r i a l  design.  The l a rge - sca le ,  black-painted mantel  
c o n s i s t s  of coupled Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  wi th  a  symmetrically molded f r i e z e  and 
e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks.  The jambs and back o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a r e  decora t ive  c a s t - i r o n  p l a t e s  
S e t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  is a  (probably) mid-19th-century, c a s t - i r o n  s tove  square  
i n  plan, e n c i r c l e d  wi th  engaged c o l o n e t t e s ,  and capped by an e l a b o r a t e  u r n  f i n i a l .  The 
s ix -pane l ,  applied-mold door i s  gra ined  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of  b i rd ' s - eye  maple, a s  a r e  t h e  
o t h e r  f i r s t - f l o o r  doors .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  81)  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

I n  t h e  passage is the  semi -c i r cu la r ,  open-s t r ing  s t a i r ,  which has pierced and 
s c r o l l e d  b racke t s ,  a  h o r i z o n t a l l y  s c r o l l e d  round b a n i s t e r ,  and tapered turned newel 
and b a l u s t e r s .  The r i s e r s  and passage baseboard a r e  painted i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  b lack  
marble. Or ig ina l  Carpenter locks su rv ive  on the  f r o n t  and r e a r  doors .  

Another mantel s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  the  west room is found i n  t h e  e a s t  room, but  
one Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e  r a t h e r  than two is used on e i t h e r  s i d e  of a  mantel o the r -  

k wise worked a t  t h e  same s c a l e  a s  t h a t  i n  the  o t h e r  room, c r e a t i n g  a somewhat top- 
heavy e f f e c t  on the  e a s t  room mantel .  The bowed s h e l f  here is t r e a t e d  with a  rope 
mold, while  an applied-mold wainscot c a r r i e d  around the  room completes the decora- 
t i o n  of the  room. The r e a r  t r i p l e  window has been turned i n t o  a  doorway leading 
t o  a  mid-20th-century e l l .  

A t  t he  end of the  19th century ,  a  two-story br ick  wing was added t o  the  e a s t  
end of the  house. Se t  wi th  i t s  gable t o  the  f r o n t  of the  house and recessed from 
the  facade of the  main block,  i t  has a  doub le -p i l e ,  s i d e - h a l l  p lan .  There is  no 
decora t ion  of note on the  i n t e r i o r ,  but there  was once a  C l a s s i c a l  po r t i co ,  s i n c e  
replaced,  c a r r i e d  across  the  f r o n t .  

I n  t h e  reentrant angle c rea ted  by the  juxtapos i t ion  of these  two blocks,  a  one- 
s t o r y ,  shed-roofed b r i c k  e l l  accommodating a  k i tchen and a  d in ing  room was added i n  
the  mid-20th century .  

Behind the  house a r e  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings .  These inc lude  a  one -ce l l  
frame o f f i c e  wi th  some Gothic d e t a i l s ,  with a  pyramidal-roofed frame smokehouse and 
a  gable-roofed d a i r y  adjacent  t o  i t .  A k i t chen ,  formerly p a r t  of t h i s  group of 
domestic ou tbu i ld ings ,  was destroyed i n  the  present  century.  

Northwest of the  house a  few yards beyond the  outbui ld ings  a r e  a  frame hay barn 
and a  frame d r i v e - i n  corn c r i b .  These d a t e  from the  e a r l y  20th  cen tu ry ,  a s  does t h e  
l a r g e  frame bank barn s e t  about 100 yards southwest of t h e  house. 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn t o  include a l l  of the  domestic and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  ou tbu i ld ings ,  the  h i l l s i d e  on which the  house s i t s ,  which i s  an i n t e g r a l  
par t  of i t s  s e t t i n g ,  and the  nearby k n o l l  upon which stood t h e  19th-century Episcopal 
chapel  from which Chapel H i l l  takes i ts  name. 

tiJ 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDER/ARCHlTECT 
ca.  1834 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Chapel H i l l ,  s e t  among t h e  r o l l i n g  farmlands of sou theas t e rn  Augusta County, is a t  
once a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  example of  vernacular  housing i n  t h e  upper Shenandoah Valley and a 
product of t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  of  s t y l i s h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r ends  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  While i t s  
plan,  i t s  pa in ted  decora t ion ,  i t s  exaggerated i n t e r i o r  woodwork, and t h e  p l a s t e red  arche  
over  its windows r e f l e c t  popular bu i ld ing  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  Valley,  t h e  house 's  e l l i p t i c a  
f a n l i g h t s ,  t h r e e - p a r t  windows, facade pav i l ion ,  and, e s p e c i a l l y ,  i t s  excep t iona l ly  r a r e  
and well-preserved French s c e n i c  wal lpaper  a l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  p ~ s t - G e o r g i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
modes of t h e  e a r l y  19th-century and make i t  one of t h e  most d i s t i n s i s h e d  of Augusta 
County's Federa l  r e s idences .  kilt ca .  1834 by John Knight Churchman, Chapel H i l l  
remains i n  t h e  hands of h i s  descendants.  

Although Churchman, l a t e r  a n  Augusta County j u s t i c e ,  is  popular ly  thought t o  have 

I 
b ~ i l t  Chapel H i l l  a t  about  t h e  t ime of h i s  marr iage i n  1819, t h e  Augusta County land 
records  show t h a t  he d i d  n o t  acqu i re  land  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Chapel H i l l  u n t i l  1826, when 
he paid $3315 f o r  a 226-acre t r a c t  then  i n  t h e  possession o f  Jacob and E l i zabe th  S p o t t s .  
Churchan  began t o  develop t h e  t r a c t  soon a f t e r  h i s  purchase; t h e  land  t a x  books charged 
him wi th  $750 worth o f  new bu i ld ings  i n  1829, i nc reas ing  t h e  va lue  t o  $2100 f o r  another  
new bu i ld ing  i n  1831. Three yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  va lua t ion  jumped t o  $5350, and 
t h e  c l e r k  noted t h a t  "old bu i ld ings  (were) deducted,  new bu i ld ings  added". It is l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h i s  l a s t  i nc rease  accounted f o r  t h e  p resen t ,  e l a b o r a t e l y  appointed mansion house, 
which Churchman named a f t e r  t h e  nearby Episcopal  Chapel (now des t royed)  b u i l t  on h i s  
land i n  1831. 

John Knight Churchman l i v e d  a t  Chapel H i l l  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1870. Mrs. R.  W .  
Mof fe t t ,  one of  t h e  present  owners, is  a descendant of  the  b u i l d e r .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage  comprising Chapel H i l l  is bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a p o i n t  a t  i n t e r m i t t e n t  
stream 1100' E of S t a t e  Route 654 and approximately 2400' NW o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  
Routes 654 and 651; thence extending 1100' SE fol lowing s a i d  stream; thence extending 1600' 
SSE t o  the n o r t h  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 651; thence extending 600' west along nor th  s i d e  of 
s a i d  r o u t e  to  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th ,Route  654; ' thence extending 2200' NW along E s i d e  o f  S t a t e  
Route 654; thence  extending NE 800' t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  
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V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission May 1978 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804)786-3143 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richnond Vi rg in ia  23219 + 
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Chapel H i l l  
Augusta County, Virginia 
Sketch 1.h~ - Hot t o  Scale 
Virginia Historic bndmarks 

C o ~ s s i o n  - 1978 

1. Yain House 
-2. Office 
3. Smokehouse 
L. hiry 
5. Hay Barn 
6. Drive-in Corn Crib 
7. S i t e  of Kitchen 
8 .  Bank Barn 

State Route 65L 






